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THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF PHYSIOLOGICAL THOUGHT 

P/ The College of Medicine of the University of New York, 
Downstate Medical Center, Brooklyn, has announced the first 
of a series of three symposia on "The Ilistorical Development 
of Physiological Thought," November 13, 1, end 15. The 
first program of five lectures deals with "The Origins of 
Physiological Thought in Medical Science," by Owsei Temkin, 
Iago Galdston, Lloyd G. Stevenson, Horace W. Magoun, and 
Chauncey Leake. 


WILLIAM H. TAGGART: PRO AND CON 

P/ The House of Delegates in 1955 adopted a resolution of 
commemoration in celebration of the one hundreth anniversary 
in 1956, of the birth of William H. Taggert. The Wisconsin 
State Dental Soctety took exception and presented a reso)u- 
tion to the House of Delegates at the 1956 annval session 
stipulating a board of review of the Association to examine 
the question of the appropriateness of memoralizing Dr. 
Taggart. The House rejected the Wisconsin resolution. 


M. D. K. Bremner, Originally in opposition to Taggart was the 
defendant in the suit in 1918 which brovght about Taggart's 
defeat and the nulification of his patent on the process of 
casting. Dr. Bremner, in his Story of Dentistry, third edi- 
tion, 195), writes a sympathetic end appreciative account of 
Taggart's acts and his contribution to dentistry. Dr. 
Bremner writes: "Legally, of course, Taggart had no right to 
a patent monopoly. But it was he who taught the profession 
to cast inlays, which was without doubt the greatest single 
contribution to dental progress that had been made by any 
individual. Yet, in spite of this invaluable service, he was 

dragged throvgh the courts, his old age embittered by litiga- 
tion, and he was left to die in poverty, while the members of 
the profession were earning millions from the method which he 
alone had popularized. Unfortunately, the dental profession 
had no choice but to defend its freedom." 


Anybody wishing to judge the complex motives and issues in- 
volved in this historic struggle should read the three 
chapters of Dr. Bremner's book devoted to the subject. 


INSTITUTE OF DENTAI, MEDICINE OF GENEVA 

P/ A booklet, originally appearing as issue No. } of Vol. 66 
of Revue mensuelle suisse d'Cdontologie, 1956, is devoted to 
L'Institut de médecine dentaire de l'Université de Genéve, 
1881-1956. The first Sh pages of the booklet of 10) pages 
recount the history of the Institute. The general account is 


| 


by A. J. Held, and the somewhat detailed histories of the 
various departments are by members of the staff. These in- 
clude the polyclinic, and departments of endodontics, 
removable prosthesis, fixed prosthesis, dento-facial ortho- 
pedics, and parodontology. 


A brief summary in English of the historical portion of this 
booklet is published in Oral Surgery, Orel Mecicine and Oral 


Pathology 9:1029-1031 Oct. 195 


BARLY CUBAN DENTIST AND GENERAL 

P/ In an article on Angel Castillo Agramonte, Dr. Cesar Mena 
Serra in Protesis Clinica 17:3-l} Oct. 1956, sketches the life 
of this early Cuban patriot who was executed by the Spanish 
in 1869. Castillo was one of the earliest Cubans to study 
dentistry. He received a certificate from a New York dentist, 
George F. Schaffer, in 185), and after some nly ag in se- 
curing recognition in Cuba, began practice there in 1859. 
This article is particularly interesting because it is ac- 
companied by e facsimile reproduction of the certificate of 
13 months instruction from Schaffer. 


Dr. Mona quotes from a more extended account of Castillo's 
life by Jorge Quintana in a recent number of the Bohemia. 


A.A.H.D. ANNUAL MEFTING 


P/ The Fifth Annual Meeting of the American Academy of the 
History of Dentistry was held on September 28 at Atlantic 
City. The program was presented as announced in the Bulletin 
of August. 


An interesting feature of the program was an impromptu dis- 
cussion of Cherles H. Land and his work on the porcelain 
jacket crown by Dr. Edward B. Spalding who worked with Dr. 
Land in the early stages of the development of the jacket 
crown. 


Dr. Sam Parks was installed as president. Dr. C. Willard 
Camalier was chosen president-elect; Dr. Harold H. Faggart 
was elected vice-president; Ililton B. Asbell, secretary; and 
G. B. Denton, editor. 


RECENT ARTICLES BY DR. WEINBERGER 

B/ An article on "Organized Dentistry--Its Achievements," in 
three installments, appeared in the Bulletin of lionmouth 
County Dental Society, Vol. 9, March, April, and May 1956. 


"From 'Irregularities of the Teeth' to Orthodontics as a 
Specialty of Dentistry" by Dr. Weinberger (American Journal 
of Orthodontics }.2:209-225 March 1956) sketches the history 
of orthodontics during the 19th and 20th centuries to the 
present. 


